
Procedure for the donation of Torah scrolls for use at the 

Western Wall 

 
‘A Torah scroll that is donated to the Western Wall must be written according to the 

accepted tradition over the generations without any change, in a way that is accepted 

by all the arbiters of Jewish law. A scroll that is written according to methods that are 

not accepted by all the Jewish law arbiters cannot be accepted for use at the Western 

Wall plaza.’ 

 

The binding criterion for accepting a Torah scroll for use at the Western Wall: 

The Torah scroll that is accepted for use at the Western Wall needs to be of superior 

quality from two viewpoints: 

a. From the viewpoint of Jewish law. 

b. Its beauty and quality. 

 

1. Superior kashrut of the Torah scroll: 

– The writing is straight, close to the scoring, i.e., that the tops of the letters 

will be on the scoring without deficiencies or exceptions outside the line, 

and in the case of the large letters, the tops of them will be written slightly 

above the scoring. 

– The end of all the lines will be close to the scoring. 

– The size of the writing and the letters will be uniform and smooth without 

letters that stick out or are deficient. 

– The space between the letters will be as equal as possible, and the same 

between the words. 

– The writing will be thick and not too thin, and in the joints of the parts of 

the letters, the joints will be thick, in case cracks and separations develop 

from abundant use. 

– There will be no ink stains or any kind of dirt of any size whatsoever on 

the parchment. 

– There will not be large and prominent signs of deletions or markings made 

by the person who checked the scroll. 

– The height of the pages shall be uniform. 

– The scoring shall be straight and uniform. 

– The stitches will be straight and sufficiently thick for the abundant use 

that will be made at the Western Wall. 

2. The Torah scroll cover: 

 Sephardic Torah scroll 

– The Torah scroll case should be beautiful, according to the principle ‘This 

is my G-d and I will beautify Him.’ 

 Please pay attention to the following: 

a. It should be attached securely to the Torah scroll. 

b. It is sufficiently strong to stand up to the pressure of considerable 

use. 

c. That it does not hurt the hands of the worshippers because of 

negligent finishing. 

d. It is made of lightweight materials so as not to be too heavy for 

bar-mitzvah boys. 



– Do not attach bells and pointers to the Torah Scroll, because it is not 

possible to protect them from disappearing. If anyone attaches such 

accessories, it should be clear to him that the Western Wall Heritage 

Foundation has no liability with respect to them. 

Ashkenazi Torah scroll 

The wooden holders and the cover of the Torah scroll should be beautiful, 

according to the principle ‘This is my G-d and I will beautify Him.’ 

a. They should be attached securely to the Torah scroll. 

b.  They should be sufficiently strong to stand up to the pressure of 

considerable use. 

c. The cloths attached behind the parchment should be attached securely 

and must not be loose. 

3. From the viewpoint of Jewish law: 

• The Torah scroll should be written on high-quality parchment made of 

high-quality fetus skin that is not coated. 

• The pages should be without any holes, cuts and patches whatsoever. 

• Each page will be written with at least 3 or 4 columns, in high-quality 

and approved black ink, and not with ink that is beginning to turn red. 

• The Torah scroll should be written with ‘perfect writing,’ with a quill 

from a feather or a reed only, and not with any other material (even 

though there are some authorities that permit writing with a metal pen, 

at the Western Wall the higher standard is followed). 

• The Torah scroll is written by one scribe, and not more. The Western 

Wall scribe should meet the scribe of the Torah scroll before accepting 

the Torah scroll and shall check his skills and writing. 

• The scribe should be qualified and familiar with the laws of writing a 

Torah scroll, a Torah scholar and strictly observant of the 

commandments. 

• Please take care that the scribe will not be left-handed but does some of 

his work with his right hand. 

• The scribe needs to give evidence of the place where the sheets were 

bought in order to ascertain that they were processed properly. It is 

necessary to see all the sheets and not rely on a few sheets only. 

• The scribe should be experienced. In other words, he should already 

have written several Torah scrolls. 

• The Torah scroll should be checked twice by a qualified and expert 

checker who is very familiar with the laws relating to Torah scribes. 

• The results of a computer check should be attached, including a disk that 

contains a photocopy of the whole Torah scroll and scanned by the 

computer and a certificate that it has undergone final checking, and a 

check should be made that all the corrections have been made. 

4. High quality and beauty: 

 At the Western Wall, there is a special situation that at least in half of the prayer 

groups, all the Jewish communities – Ashkenazi, Sephardi and Yemenite Jews – 

pray together, a situation that is different from the synagogues that existed 

before the ingathering of exiles, where the customs of that community alone 

was observed, without any change. 

 This special situation and the need to provide for the highest quality Torah 

scrolls that are possible for the holy congregation (because there are many 

customs and opinions among the Jewish law arbiters) means that the Torah 



scrolls at the Western Wall should follow the standard of ‘perfect writing’ that 

meets the requirements of all or as many of the Jewish law arbiters as possible, 

and avoid a situation of them being ‘kosher in the last resort’ or in a situation of 

them being ‘subject to dispute,’ insofar as possible, for Ashkenazi Jews with 

Ashkenazi Torah scrolls and for Sephardi Jews with Sephardi Torah scrolls. 

 This special situation requires that there will not be any situations where a Torah 

scroll of one community will be disqualified according to some of the Jewish 

law arbiters of another community, and not even fit for use ‘in the last resort.’ 

 The following are examples of rules for high quality and beautiful Torah scrolls, 

which should be followed for all the Torah scrolls. This does not decide which 

is the correct view in Jewish law, but merely demands care as stated above: 

• Open and closed paragraphs and Moses’ song at the Red Sea will be 

according to the view of the Shulhan Aruch. 

• In the letter aleph, the embellishments of the upper right part and the 

lower left part should not touch the body of the letter. 

• In the letter aleph, the left shoulder should be small, and the lower right 

heel should be the same size as the letter yod. 

• In the letter bet, the base at the right should have a straight corner and a 

prominent heel, so that it is not similar to the letter kaf. 

• In the letter gimel, the right foot should descend lower than the left foot. 

• In the letter vav, it should be written with a curve so that it is not 

rectangular. 

• In the letter vav, the small embellishment at the top should be small and 

not higher than the thickness of a pen, so that its form does not change. 

• The Torah scroll letters should have thick and connected large 

embellishments, which are very black, and not faded or light or red. 

• The large embellishments should be thin and straight like a small letter 

zayin. There should be three large embellishments on each of the letters 

shin, ayin, tet, nun, zayin, gimmel, tzadi and final tzadi, and one on each 

of the letters bet, dalet, kuf, het, yod, hei. 

• In the letter het, there should be a stroke or large embellishment at the 

top of it. 

• In the letter het, the hump should be a little thick and come out of the 

ends rather than the middle of the heads. 

• In the letter yod, care should be taken with the three embellishments, 

including the small embellishment of Rabbenu Tam. 

• In the letter kaf (in both its standard and final form), it should be written 

with a curve so that it is not rectangular. 

• In the final letter kaf, embellishments or parts of letters should not be 

found underneath the top part of the final kaf. 

• In the letter lamed, a vav should emerge from the body of the letter from 

the corner and not be the size of a yod. 

• In the letter lamed, the foot should have a bottom part and base like a 

standard kaf. 

• In the letter mem, the roof should have an indentation (at least), between 

the kaf and the vav. 

• In the final letter mem, the basis should be rectangular with corners, so 

that it not similar to a samech. 

• In the standard letter nun, care should be taken that nothing is sticking 

out to the right or below in the area where it is curved. 



• In the letter ayin, the right limb should be curved in the middle. 

• In the letter ayin, the limb should be curved beneath the line diagonally 

and not straight like the base of a kaf or bet. 

• In the letter tzadi, each community should follow its custom. 

• Care should be taken that the letters are black, and grey should not be 

used even in the embellishments. 

• All the pencil marks should be deleted from the parchment between the 

lines and in the margin. 

• Care should be taken so that there is no space of a yod’s breadth within 

the words, and not a space of three yods’ breadth between the words. 

5. Height of the parchment: 

1. Anyone who wants to bring a Torah scroll to the Western Wall is 

requested to bring a Torah scroll that has a parchment height of no more 

than 42 cm so that the weight of the Torah scroll will be as little as 

possible to prevent the dropping of the Torah scroll, G-d forbid, by weak 

worshippers (bar-mitzvah boys, elderly persons) or at times of stress 

(fast days and holy days). 

 Moreover, carrying the Torah scroll from the Holy Ark to the reading 

table sometimes takes a long time when there are large crowds. 

2. Moreover, the donor is requested to bring a Torah scroll where the height 

of the parchment is not less than 40 cm, so that the size of the letters in 

it is not too small, in order to make it easy for older people to read from 

it and to comply with the rule of reading along with the official reader, 

so that they do not have difficulty reading small letters. 

6. The checks: 

1. Anyone who wishes to bring a Torah scroll to the Western Wall is 

requested to bring a confirmation that a computer check was done for 

that Torah scroll, that there are no additional letters, or missing letters 

or embellishments, or letters or embellishments that are stuck together, 

or separations between the embellishments or the letters, or words 

divided into two, or words too close to one another so that they look like 

one. 

2. Anyone who wishes to bring a Torah scroll to the Western Wall is 

requested to bring a certificate from a qualified checker that a final check 

of a checker was done for the Torah scroll, and that all the corrections 

of the defects that were found by the various checks were made. 

3. The role of the Western Wall scribe is to ensure that all the requirements 

of the Rabbi and the management of the Western Wall Heritage 

Foundation have been carried out and that the Torah scroll does indeed 

have the required superior standard. 

7. Receipt of the Torah Scroll: 

1. Anyone who wishes to bring a Torah scroll to the Western Wall is 

requested to sign the form attached hereto (Annex A), which authorizes 

the Rabbi of the Western Wall to do with the Torah Scroll anything that 

is required and to deal with it, for the purpose of doing everything 

possible to benefit the public, at his discretion. 

2. Similarly, anyone who wishes to bring a Torah scroll to the Western 

Wall is requested to sign the form attached hereto (Annex B), that he is 

donating the Torah scroll for the use of the public, and that the Torah 

scroll has undergone all the required checks, and that he is donating or 



lending the Torah Scroll with the knowledge of the organizers of the 

Western Wall Heritage Foundation, namely that he authorizes them so 

that they may act, at their sole discretion, including lending it to other 

persons/organizations or bury it if it becomes invalid and it will not be 

worthwhile to correct it, at the sole discretion of the Foundation. The 

donor exempts the Western Wall Heritage Foundation from the 

obligation of giving any notice about the Torah scroll and he waives any 

claim or demand that he has against the Foundation after the delivery of 

the Torah scroll. 

3. At the end of the whole process, the Rabbi of the Western Wall, by way 

of his signature on the attached form (Annex B), will confirm receipt of 

the Torah scroll at the Western Wall. 

4. Without the signature of the Rabbi of the Western Wall on the aforesaid 

confirmation, the insurance for the Torah scroll does not apply to a 

Torah scroll that was brought into the Western Wall plaza, and the 

Western Wall Heritage Foundation is not liable to protect it from thieves 

or robbers or ‘borrowers’ of various kinds ‘who do not request 

permission’. 

 

 

 

Annex A 
 

Date: ______________ 

 

Power of Attorney to the Rabbi of the Western Wall regarding the Torah scroll 

 

We the undersigned authorize the Rabbi of the Western Wall and/or the Western Wall 

Heritage Foundation to do with the Torah scroll that we donated to the Western Wall 

whatever is needed. 

 

Our purpose in donating the Torah scroll is to benefit the public, and the Rabbi’s 

decision should be made with the aim of doing whatever can be done to benefit the 

public at the Western Wall or anywhere else, at his discretion. 

 

We hereby confirm that if we cannot be located according to the details that we attached 

and it will be necessary to make major repairs to the Torah scroll, etc., so that it will be 

possible to benefit the public, the Rabbi of the Western Wall is given the donor’s 

consent to decide whatever is needed in order to benefit the public with the aforesaid 

Torah scroll, at the Western Wall or anywhere else, and even to bury the Torah scroll. 

 

 

_____________________________________ 

Signature of the donor or his representative 

 

 



 

 

  



Annex B 
 

 

Date: _______________ 

 

 

Form of Acceptance of a Torah Scroll at the Western Wall Plaza 

 

1. Name of donor: __________________________________________ 

 Address: _______________________________________________ 

 Home telephone: _________________ Mobile: ____________________ 

 The donor’s representatives: (it is emphasized that there is no need for the 

consent of both of them, and one will be regarded as the representative). 

 1. _________________ Address: ________________ Telephone: 

____________ 

 2. _________________ Address: ________________ Telephone: 

____________ 

 

2. The Torah scroll was written in accordance with the ____________ custom. 

 

3. The Torah scribe is: ____________ Address: ______________ Telephone: 

_________ 

 

4. The scribe and writing were checked by the scribe of the Western Wall on: 

__________ 

 

5. The Torah scroll is hereby given in perpetuity to the Western Wall as a donation. 

 

6. The Western Wall Heritage Foundation will act as the organizer with respect to 

the Torah scroll and it has the authority to decide, at its discretion and according 

to the procedures and guidelines of the Rabbi of the Western Wall, the manner 

of using the Torah scroll at the Western Wall or elsewhere. 

 

7. The donor confirms by way of his signature that he has read and understood the 

procedures of the Western Wall Heritage Foundation regarding the Torah scroll, 

the use thereof, its maintenance, etc., and he gives approval to the Western Wall 

Heritage Foundation and the Rabbi of the Western Wall to act with respect to 

the Torah scroll as stated in section 6 above. 

 

 

_______________________ _______________________ 

Signature of the donor Signature of the scribe 

of the Western Wall 

 

_____________________________________________________________________

______ 

 

I hereby confirm receipt of the Torah scroll for the Western Wall. 

 

______________________ 



Yosef Lazar 

Deputy CEO of the Western Wall Heritage Foundation 


